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These contentions were accepted by the Government
of the United Provinces, largely through the energetic
representations of Mr. A. W. Richardson, the Special
Police Officer who had been appointed by Government
to supervise our Settlements. He also acted as a very
efficient go-between with the Mill Companies.
I have little doubt that in the case of the Punjab mills,
the real reason for the youths absconding was the excessive
tasks that were exacted from them, and their inability
to stand the continued strain.
In the Madras Presidency, a still more interesting and
successful work for Released Prisoners was established by
us iiTGuntur at the invitation of Sir Harold Stuart. While
the Home in Lahore was exclusively for the benefit of
Borstal youths, that in South India was for Released
Prisoners generally. Here again there was at first some
hesitation on the part of the prisoners themselves to take
advantage of the Government's offer for them to spend
the latter portion of their sentence in our Home.
However, we were authorised to visit the various Jails,
and to confer with their Staff and explain matters to the
prisoners themselves. As a result a number of men
accepted the opportunity, and before long there were
more applicants than we could accommodate. Moreover
the friends and relatives of prisoners heard about the Home
and began to make application to Government for the
transfer of those in whom they were interested to our care*
In many cases the wives and children of the men tbtis
released were allowed to join them, and it was a very happy
community of some 200 souls who were thus cared for by us.
Unfortunately, after the retirement of Sir Harold, this
promising and interesting work was brought to an end.
We understood at the time that, as in the Punjab, Govern-
ment had decided to undertake the work themselves, but
I am not aware that this was ever done. However, greatly
to our regret the supply of released prisoners was stopped,
and the Settlement was utilised by us for a certain class ol
Criminal Tribesmen who could not be easily dealt with
in an open Settlement.